Chistmas)
Froms the of St Fanthony’s

"A Cbild is born for you, be is Cbrist the Lord”

I remember vividly my visic to Betbhlebem in 1999. Gbe splendor of the
cburches and the excitement among our pilgrims faded as I stared ac the tiny
spot within the cave where they laid the newborn Savior. It was no more than
a depression in the rock, bardly deep enougb to collect a few drops of wazer for
the animals that sbelrered there. Was this all the space we could offer "be
througb whom all things were made” (Jobn 1:3) who was born "for us"? Jet ic
was enougb.

(Daking room for the Lord in our lives is central to the message we try to
convey to our students as we prepare them to be caring and responsible
citizens. Be it througb the balance of mathemarics, the evocative potencial of
language, the wonders of the natural world, the sensitivicy to the divine in
their own culture or the redemprive words of the Gospel, we make it known
that the Christ Child was born “for them”. Our message is to lec the
transformative power of the Gospel affect their lives by coming to know the
person of Jesus. (Dake room for bim and be enables you to grow in wisdom,
knowledge, peace and love.



It is easy to compare the journey of the Doly Family to the journey of our own
lives. Subject to powers greater than them, they were compelled to leave the
security of their bome and travel with anxiety into the unknown: (Dary
anxious about ber cbild, and Josepb determined to find safecy and sbelcer for
bis small family. Initially finding only doors closed against them, they
ulcimately received that one simple act of kindness: the gifc of the stable.
Gbrough it all, they were sustained by the knowledge that the Lord was with
them, quiding their falcering footsteps.

€acb day our students, staff and even their pastor, learn ever more certainly
thac a Cbild was born for them, to teach them thac the Lord is there, if only
they would make space in their lives as students, adults and citizens.

Our prayer for you and your family is that the peace of the Cbild who was
born for you will be in your bearts every day.

Sincerely,
Fr. Patrick McGuire



