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The 100th Graduation Class of St. Anthony’s Zuni Mission School
Oq"

'NbW tﬁat we ﬁave comjo[etecf our centenary ce[eﬁmtions CHE tﬁe St.

ﬂnfﬁony Mission and School, our hearts can turn to the celebration of
Christmas. But a casual remark By our Eisﬁqp at the centenary Mass (f
tﬁanﬁsgiving fingers in my tﬁougﬁts and seems so very appropriate as a
refﬁection on that ﬁrst Christmas c[ay.

The Eisﬁqp gpo/ée cf the arrival cf the ﬁrst missionaries in Zuni and
the celebration of Mass, arguably one of the first on American soil. He
remarked that since around 1538, Christ’s Fucharistic presence has been
with us in this remote }meﬁfo, and continues to be so to this cfay.

The Christ child came among us in a remote corner cf our world, in an
obscure town once described as a “rest stop” on travelers’ journeys. Yet at
that moment ﬁumam’ty and di’vinity were united, and tﬁougﬁ very few
noticed, the result was the tmnsformation of the world, imyacn’ng the lives
(f generations spanning the g(oﬁe.

The sﬁeyﬁen{s, the ‘Magi, josejﬂﬁ and Mary encountered the divine
presence ina [one[y Joface, tﬁrougﬁ a silent child, born into poverty,
homelessness and rejection. Their response to the child evoked awe, devotion
and love as tﬁey took to heart the ﬁeaven[y message of “Peace on Earth,
Goodwill towards all.”

Few would have known about the ﬁrst mission to Zuni. Yet even when
the missionaries had c{e]aartec[, Christ’s presence remained until the Fran-
ciscans re-established their mission in 1923. The seed was sown. Since then
the [ives @( hundreds @( children have been touched and indeed tmnsformeof
as tﬁey have encountered Christ in their education, their spim’tua[ [ives
and Ey the witness cf the Mission. The Christmas story continues to
unfold. . . .

Tn a world that tries to ignore the gogpe( message, it continues to spreac[
as our young ]oeoy[e learn to embrace their ﬁeritage, respect each person,
and grow strong in spirit and faitﬁ to tmnsform themselves and the world
around them. They embrace Peace and Goodwill towards all people and
syread’ the Good News Ey the witness of their (ives.

“As we prepare to continue our Mission for a second century here in the
Zuni Pueblo, we all pray that the Peace, which the Christ child (ﬁreaf to
the world, will rest ﬁrm[y in your hearts and in yourfami[y. ‘May the seed
of Christ continue to grow within you as it is nourished here. And may
you be m’cﬁfy blessed this Christmas season and a[ways.

Sincere[y,

Fr. Pat




