Chrstmas]
TFrrom the of St. Zitihony’s

B L]

“Let’s go to Bethlehem!”

It’s womﬁerfu( how a seeming[y simyfe joﬁrase in the gogpe[ can stop and make

you think. The words of the sﬁejoﬁewfs aﬁer the cmge[s ajojoearec[ to them caugﬁt

my heart this year. Tl ﬁey heard the angeﬁc message and wanted to g and witness
for themselves its truth, meaning and consequences. We dow’t hear much about

the sﬁe}aﬁerd’s afrer that except “tﬁey rqoeated’ what tﬁey had been told about him,
and everyone who heard it was astonished” Lk 2:17. 7 wonder what ﬁaypened to all

those who heard the message and saw its rea(ity.

ﬂ’ondéring the ange[s’ message, 1 couldn’t ﬁeﬁa tﬁinﬁing of our St. ﬂntﬁony gmd’-
uates who have moved on to ﬁigﬁ school and out into the Big wide world. Had tﬁey
heard the message we had sﬁqpﬁerdéd to them? Have tﬁey exjoerience(f for them-
selves the rea(ity of the ange[s’ message? Have tﬁey syreacf the word to those whom
tﬁey have met afong the journey? The message received By a few sim}?[e sﬁqpﬁenfs
s]area({ to millions and tmnsformeaf the world. It is not so loud in our age, and
yerﬁaps we will on[y ever re-encounter a few of those who have }oassed’ tﬁrougﬁ our
campus. But from those we do meet again, the news is a[ways ﬁoyegfuf and yositive.
q see our students acfvancing in flfe, cﬁa[(enging the world in which tﬁey ﬁnd

themselves and Eringing ﬁ’gﬁt and peace to those with whom tﬁey interact.

As with those ﬁrst sﬁgpﬁew[s and their [isteners, we don’t know what the outcome
will be for our students. We on(y know that we prepare them acacfemicaffy for ﬁfe’s
cﬁa[&znges and pass on the cmge[s’ message of “Peace and Goodwill” towards all
yeqp[e. When we meet our gmc{uates we soon see that the message has taken root

and in them we see it ﬂoum’sﬁ.

Tt’s rea@ not for us to see the outcome, aftﬁougﬁ we ﬁqpe and pray that it is suc-
cessfu[ It is for us to sow the seeds, nourish and tend the young seeaffings and let
them ﬂoum’sﬁ and bear witness to the wonder cf flfe in goaf. T ﬁey come to us, hear
the goocf news and leave to ﬁncf its value and rea[ity for themselves. As a Eisﬁop in
the barrios of Fcuador once told me: “we must show them there is another better

way.” When 1 encounter our graduates, 7 know that we do just that.

The Bethlehem which Josqoﬁ and Mary entered was [ittle more than a way
station for travelers, but from the humble stable the word went out to renew the
world. From our equa@ humble campus, we continue that message cp‘ ﬁqpe, Joy,
peace and goodwi(f Thank you for Eeing fe[[ow messengers and enaﬁfing us to
tmnsform the world of our younyg students. 1 pray that the peace which the Christ
Child Brougﬁt to those first messengers and Erings to us at St. ?lntﬁony’s will be
yours this Christmas season and always. “Let’s go to Bethlehem” together.

Sincere[y,
Fr. Pat




