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“Let’s go to Bethlehem!”

It’s wondéqcu[ how a seeming[y sim}o[e }oﬁmse in the gogpe[ can catch hold of one’s
tﬁougﬁts. The words of the sﬁgoﬁercﬁs aﬁer the ange[s [éﬁ them caugﬁt my heart
again this year. Tl ﬁey heard the cmge[ic message and wanted to go and experience
the rea[ity themselves. All we know aﬁer the encounter was that “tﬁey rqoeatec{
what tﬁey had been told about him, and everyone who heard it was astonished”
Lk 2:17. 7 wonder 1f the ex}aerience cﬁangecf them?

T met up with a few of our former students this year. A few seemed uncﬁangecf,
while most were maﬁing real progress. Some 1 met on the street, others attended
Sunday ‘Mass when tﬁey visited Zuni. 1 wonder about those with whom 1 have lost
contact, out there in the Eig wide world. Had tﬁey heard the message we had tried
to pass on to them? Would tﬁey make a (ﬁﬁ(erence in the [ives of others?

The message received Ey a few sﬁejoﬁerd} s]oreac[ to many and tmnsformec[ the
world. T ﬁey looked to the heavens and founa[ peace on earth. ?erﬁqps we will onfy
ever hear of a few @( those who have ]oassed’ tﬁrougﬁ our campus. But from those we
do re-encounter, 1 see them a(fvancing in ﬁfe, stm’ving to Ering [igﬁt and _peace to
those with whom tﬁey interact.

7 sometimes WiSﬁ 7 COM[C[}?YOI’QCTZ our stuc[entsfrom tﬁe negam’ve inﬂuences tﬁat t‘l"y
to turn tﬁemfrom goocfness cma[ EiHC[HESS, generosity cmc[ yeace. ‘J‘[OW@VET’, tﬁey must
fea\/e our Sﬁéﬁ'@‘l"@&[ cam}ous dﬂd' move out toﬁnc[ tﬁeir own c[estiny. We can onfy
ymy tﬁat tﬁe examyk cffacu[ty amfsmﬁfwi[fequi}a tﬁem to meet tﬁe cﬁa[(enges

tﬁeyface‘

It’s rea[(y not for us to see the outcome, a[tﬁougﬁ we ﬁ(yoe and pray that it is
successfu[ Tt is for us to sow seeds, nourish, tend to the young seecfﬁ’ngs, and let
them grow and bear witness to the wonder cf ﬁfe in goi Tl ﬁey come to us, hear the
good news and leave to find its value and reality for themselves. 7 often remember
the words once syoEen to me Ey a 61’560}9 in the barrios @( Fcuador who ministers
to gangs: “we must show them there is another, better way”. That is our task, and
fmi[ as we are, we undertake it c{ay in and cfay out. The Bethlehem which josejaﬁ
and Mary found' was remote, but from the humble stable the Word went out to
renew the world. From our equa[fy humble campus, we continue to echo those

words of “ﬁcyoe, joy, peace and gooafwi((”.

Thank you for being a fellow messenger and enabling us to offer transformation to
the world tﬁrougﬁ the lives @( OUr Youny students. 1 pray that the peace which the

Christ Child Erougﬁt to those ﬁrst messengers and Em’ngs to us at St. ﬂntﬁony’s will
be yours this Christmas and a[ways. Continua@, “Let’s go to Bethlehem” togetﬁer.

Sincere[y,
Fr. Pat



